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REMARKS HONORING THE 40TH

ANNIVERSARY OF THE PEACE
CORPS

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2001
Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay tribute to the Peace Corps and to join in
the celebration of this wonderful organization’s
40th anniversary.

Since its founding in 1961, few government
initiatives have captured the imagination of the
American people like the Peace Corps. Born
out of President John F. Kennedy’s bold vision
for the future, the Peace Corps has served to
promote world peace and friendship for four
decades.

Remarkably, since 1961 over 160,000
Americans have joined the Peace Corps, serv-
ing in 134 countries and bringing hope to mil-
lions of people around the world. By working
to bring clean water to villages and towns,
teaching children, helping start new small
businesses and stopping the spread of dan-
gerous diseases, Peace Corps volunteers
have served as our nation’s ambassadors of
‘‘good will’’ to the rest of the world.

I am pleased to have Philip Peredo, a
former Peace Corps volunteer, serve on my
staff in my District Office in Hackensack, New
Jersey. As a Peace Corps volunteer from
1998 until just last year, Phil taught English
language classes at Neijiang Teacher’s Uni-
versity in the Sichuan Province of the People’s
Republic of China. The lessons Phil taught his
students about America will long endure, just
as the lessons he learned from his students
will stay with Phil for the rest of his life.

Whether they are in Africa, Asia and the Pa-
cific, Central Asia, Eastern and Central Eu-
rope, or Central and South America, Peace
Corps volunteers continue to make our world
a better place.

For their idealism, for their commitment to
achieving real progress for the less fortunate,
I salute all Peace Corps volunteers, past and
present. I wish the Peace Corps continued
success in sharing America’s promise with
people around the world.
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THE SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFIT
RESTORATION ACT

HON. MAX SANDLIN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2001
Mr. SANDLIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

introduce legislation addressing a serious
issue for retired teachers and government em-
ployees across America. These public serv-
ants, after a lifetime of educating our youth
and working for the taxpayers of America, find
that their reward is a significant reduction in
their Social Security benefits. It is time to end
this penalty and give these retirees the bene-
fits they are due.

Retirees drawing a benefit from a private
pension fund do not have their Social Security
benefits reduced. Why should we do this to
civil servants? We should be encouraging able
and intelligent people to teach our children
and work for the government, not discouraging
them by slashing their retirement benefits. We
must bring equity to the Social Security bene-
fits of private sector and public sector retirees.

This legislation, the Social Security Benefit
Restoration Act, will bring this equity to retire-
ment benefits. This bill will simply eliminate
the public sector benefit penalty enacted in
1983 and allow all civil servants to draw full
Social Security benefits.

I urge my colleagues to join me in cospon-
soring this legislation. For every retired gov-
ernment employee and retired teacher in your
district experiencing reduced Social Security
benefits, I urge your support for this bill.
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HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE PEACE CORPS

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2001
Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay tribute to the 40th anniversary of the
Peace Corps. Since 1961, over 161,000
Americans have offered their energy to im-
proving conditions in over 134 nations around
the world.

Reflecting the rich diversity of the United
States, Peace Corps volunteers share a com-
mon spirit of service, dedication, and idealism.
Peace Corps volunteers must participate in in-
tensive language and cross-cultural training to
help them better adapt to their new commu-
nities. In addition to learning the local lan-
guage and adapting to new cultures, volun-
teers also help improve their surroundings.
Corps volunteers work to bring clean water to
underdeveloped communities, teach children,
start new small businesses, and stop the
spread of AIDS. The Peace Corps always
goes about its mission with the knowledge
that, with assistance, developing nations can
take control of their own destiny.

Because the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son has been a leading producer of Peace
Corps volunteers for over a decade, the
Peace Corps has chosen to commemorate
their 40th Anniversary at the University of Wis-
consin-Madison. Many of the first to serve in
the Peace Corps were alumni of the UW-
Madison. Since 1961, more than 2,500 alumni
have dedicated a minimum of two years of
their lives to help developing countries around
the world. Almost 200 current graduate stu-
dents, faculty, and staff have served in the
Peace Corps. The Returned Peace Corps Vol-
unteers (RPCVS) are an extremely active
group in the 2nd Congressional District and a
vital force in the Peace Corps community.

Forty years later, the Peace Corps con-
tinues to fulfill its promise by sharing one of
our most precious resources: its citizens. The
work of these volunteers has helped engender
positive changes around the world. We, as
citizens of the world, should honor the commit-
ment of such an important organization.
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VETERANS HOSPITALS
EMERGENCY REPAIR ACT

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2001
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, on

behalf of myself, Mr. EVANS of Illinois, Mr.
MORAN of Kansas and Mr. FILNER of Cali-
fornia, and other members of the Veteran’s Af-
fairs Committee, I am introducing a new

measure, the ‘‘Veterans Hospitals Emergency
Repair Act,’’ that my colleagues and I hope
will begin to address what has become a trou-
bling and lingering problem in some of our Na-
tion’s veterans hospitals: a crumbling and sub-
standard patient-care infrastructure. The prob-
lems even include buildings that could col-
lapse in earthquakes. In fact, Mr. Speaker, just
yesterday in Tacoma, Washington, a temblor
of 6.8 magnitude damaged patient care build-
ings 6 and 81 on the campus of the American
Lake VA Medical Center.

Mr. Speaker, for the past several years, we
have noted that the President’s annual budget
for VA health care has requested little or no
funding for major medical facility construction
projects for America’s veterans. As we indi-
cated last year in our report to the Committee
on the Budget on the Administration’s budget
request for fiscal year 2001, VA has engaged
in an effort through market-based research by
independent organizations to determine
whether present VA facility infrastructures are
meeting needs in the most appropriate man-
ner, and whether services to veterans can be
enhanced with alternative approaches. This
process, called ‘‘Capital Assets Realignment
for Enhanced Services,’’ or ‘‘CARES,’’ has
commenced within the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, but will require several years be-
fore bearing fruit. In the interim, Mr. Speaker,
some VA hospitals need additional mainte-
nance, repair and improvements to address
immediate dangers and hazards, to promote
safety and to sustain a reasonable standard of
care for the nation’s veterans. Recent reports
by outside consultants and VA have revealed
that dozens of VA health care buildings are
still seriously at risk from seismic damage.
The buildings at American Lake damaged in
yesterday’s earthquake were among those
identified as being at the highest levels of risk.

Also, Mr. Speaker, a report by VA identified
$57 million in improvements were needed to
address women’s health care; another report,
by the Price Waterhouse firm, concluded that
VA should be spending from 2 percent to 4
percent of its ‘‘plant replacement value’’ (PRV)
on upkeep and replacement of its health care
facilities. This PRV value in VA is about $35
billion; thus, using the Price Waterhouse index
on maintenance and replacement, VA should
be spending from $700 million to $1.4 billion
each year. In fact, in fiscal year 2001, VA will
spend only $170.2 million for these purposes.

While Congress authorized a number of
major medical construction projects in the past
three fiscal years, these have received no
funding through the appropriations process. I
understand that some of the more recent de-
ferrals of major VA construction funding were
intended to permit the CARES process to pro-
ceed in an orderly fashion, avoiding unneces-
sary spending on VA hospital facilities that
might, in the future, not be needed for vet-
erans. I agree with this general policy, espe-
cially for those larger hospital projects, ones
that ordinarily would be considered under our
regular annual construction authorization au-
thority. We need to resist wasteful spending,
especially when overall funds are so precious.
But I believe that I have a better plan.

Mr. Speaker, when I assumed the Chair-
manship of the Veterans Committee earlier
this year, I asked what steps my colleagues
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